Laparoscopic distal pancreatectomy without needle aspiration before resection for giant mucinous cell neoplasms.
Laparoscopic resection of large mucinous cystic neoplasms (MCN) has recently been reported. However, in most reports, needle aspiration of the cyst contents was performed before resection and can cause dissemination. Here, we report two patients with giant MCN: a 26-year-old woman with a 23-cm MCN and a 41-year-old woman with an 18-cm MCN. The MCN were successfully resected without aspiration by laparoscopic surgery. CT revealed no tumor involvement of the origins of the splenic artery and vein in either case. In case 1, we performed hand-assisted laparoscopic surgery while dissecting around the spleen, whereas case 2 underwent pure laparoscopic surgery. No postoperative complications occurred in either case, indicating that laparoscopic distal pancreatectomy for giant MCN is feasible without aspiration in patients without splenic artery and vein origin involvement.